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ORDERED SOUTH
(SEPTEMBER,  l873~JULY, 1875)

TO MRS. SlTWELL                                   J873

After leaving Cockfield Stevenson spent a few days in London and a
few with me in a cottage I then had at Norwood. This and the follow-
ing letters were written in the next days after his return home. " Bob "
in the last paragraph is Robert Alan Mowbray Stevenson, a brilliant
elder cousin to whom Louis had been from boyhood devotedly attached:
afterwards known as the brilliant painter-critic and author of Velasquez,
etc.

17 HERIOT Row, EDINBURGH,

Monday, September ist, 18 j 3.

I HAVE arrived, as you see, without accident; but I
never had a more wretched journey in my life. I could
not settle to read anything; I bought Darwin's last book
in despair, for I knew I could generally read Darwin, but
it was a failure. However, the book served me in good
stead ; for when a couple of children got in at Newcastle,
I struck up a great friendship with them on the strength
of the illustrations. These two children (a girl of nine and
a boy of six) had never before travelled in a railway, so
that everything was a glory to them, and they were never

23

22nd
